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Aims of the school

The overall aim of the School is to help all our girls to achieve success and to
recognise and celebrate that success however it may be revealed. We will achieve
this by instilling Confidence; ensuring Growth; enabling Progress , which will result
in Success.

Please read this booklet and ask questions, it will help you gain insight into your
daughter’s learning.

To achieve this, the School strives to provide an atmosphere where all the girls are
encouraged to perform to the best of their ability both within the classroom and
outside it.

The School expects the girls to demonstrate positive attitudes to work and high
standards of behaviour, which display a respect for other people and the
environment. The Form Tutor and Leaders of Learning PDL take a personal interest
in the academic and social development of each girl whilst the subject teachers,
Heads of Subjects and Heads of Faculties aim to provide a stimulating programme of
learning for girls of all abilities.

The School also places a great deal of emphasis on equipping the girls with the skills
and attitudes they will need in order to play an active part in Society in the areas of
work, leisure, citizenship and family life. Close links have been established with
local further educational institutions, employers and members of the local community
in the recognition that education is a continuing process, which extends beyond the
boundaries of the classroom.

The School also recognises that none of these aims and expectations will be
realised without the support and involvement of you as parents. Securing that
support is one of the main priorities of the School.



Our specific Curriculum and Pastoral Aims are:

. To encourage girls to develop lively enquiring minds, to be capable of
independent thought and to experience enjoyment of learning so that they may be
encouraged to take advantage of educational opportunities in later life.

. To assist each girl to achieve her greatest academic potential in the National
Curriculum.

. To enable the girls to develop as fully as possible their abilities, interests and
aptitudes making additional provision where necessary for those with special
needs and who are in any way disadvantaged.

. To give the girls the experience of school as a caring, supportive community
where life is enjoyable and where there is equal provision regardless of race and
culture. Each girls should feel that her language, religion and culture are
acknowledged and are valued throughout the school community.

. To provide a curriculum which ensures contact with those major areas of
knowledge and experience which will help the girls to know more about
themselves and the world in which they live.

. To work in ways that will enhance the self-discipline, self-respect and confidence
of young people and encourage them to take responsibility for their physical well
being and the quality of their own lives.

. To enable the girls to acquire understanding, knowledge and skills relevant to
adult life, employment and leisure in a changing world.

. To promote the development in the girls of a code of moral values, which takes full
account of other people’s feelings and beliefs.
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PASTORAL ORGANISATION

The Pastoral System supports girls throughout all aspects of school life and is
managed by Mrs Bryant who is the Assistant Headteacher.

Each year group is divided into eight mixed-ability tutor groups that are co-ordinated
and managed by Leaders of Learning: PDL as follows:

Mrs Rolls Year 7
Miss Vidler Year 8
Mrs Trewick Year 9

The tutors and Leaders of Learning: PDL stay with a year group as they progress
through the school.

Each tutor group belongs to one of the four houses (Nelson, Victory, Mary Rose and

Warrior). The house system provides the opportunity for various competitions and
community activities.

CURRICULUM ORGANISATION

Girls are taught in year groups by age and follow the programmes of study laid down
in the national curriculum for Key Stage 3 (KS3). For teaching purposes each year
group is divided into two halves (A & B) of broadly equal ability.

Girls are initially taught as mixed ability classes on entry to the school. They are re-
grouped into sets by ability during the first term in Science & Maths and for most
other subjects from year 8 onwards. An exception to this is English, where they are
taught as mixed ability groups throughout the Key Stage.

The school day consists of 6 x 50 minute periods and a total of 30 periods (25 hours)
are taught during the week. Details about the subjects followed and time spent on
them are given later in this booklet.

Clubs and extended curricular activities take place during lunchtimes and after
school. Details are sent home in a newsletter each term.



ASSESSMENT

MARKING

All subjects mark work to a school grading system using the letters E,G,S and N.
These grades are explained in your daughter’s pupil diary .

Sometimes work in the Core and Foundation subjects will be graded using the
national system of levels. By the end of the year it is expected that, on average, girls
should have reached the following levels:

English 3-4 Maths 4 -5
Science 4-5 Technology 4

IT 4 French or German 2 -3
History 3-4 Geography 4
Music 4 P.E. 3-4
R.E. 4 Art 3-4
Performing Arts 3-4

REPORTING
A full written report will be sent home on 23™ July 2008 .

You will be invited to attend a Parents’ Consultation on Wednesday 12 ™ March
2008 to discuss any concerns.

There will be target setting to help your daughter improve her work during the rest of
the year and a Progress Review Day on 29" February 2008.

HOME LEARNING

Home Learning forms an important part of your daughter’s education.

It is set every week in most subjects according to a timetable that you will find in your
daughter’s pupil diary . Details about the types of work that she can expect are given
on each subject page later in this booklet.

Girls are expected to record home learning carefully in their diary when it is set in
class so that they know exactly what to do when they get home.

As a parent, you can help your daughter with her home learning by simply checking
through what she has to do in the diary with her and by making sure that you are
satisfied that it has been done to the best of her ability.

You can do this even if you cannot help her with the subject itself.

Further good advice about home learning is given in the pupil diary .



LEARNING SUPPORT

ABLE PUPILS

Year 7 pupils who have performed particularly well in whole year group tests on entry
receive a support interview and follow-up notification to parents as part of our Able Pupil
provision programme. This programme continues throughout the school. All lower school
pupils who are nominated by five or more faculties receive an Individual Education Plan.
This IEP celebrates their progress, and offers additional extension targets in agreement with
the pupil.

BILINGUAL PUPILS

Girls who speak Bengali are given the opportunity to attend mother tongue lessons here in
school on a regular basis which can lead to a GCSE qualification. Other community
languages can be studied in The City of Portsmouth Girls' School and pupils are encouraged
to take this opportunity. Pupils with developing English have the support of a bilingual
assistant. Whatever their home language and culture, every effort is made to provide home-
language support and acknowledgement of their customs. Main festivals are celebrated as
part of the school’s extra-curricular activities.

DYSLEXIC PUPILS

Staff are made aware of the needs of these pupils. The use of hand-held “phonic friendly”
electronic spell checkers and home computers is strongly recommended. Dyslexic pupils
are given spelling strategies, handwriting skills and reading tips so that their confidence in
written self-expression is increased. Their thinking abilities are recognised and valued in
writing as well as in speaking. All girls can achieve so the emphasis is on celebration of
ability with girls developing their learning strengths and skills.

PUPILS WITH SPECIAL EDUCATION NEEDS

Girls with physical, sensory, emotional or behavioural difficulties and learning needs are
identified and assigned an appropriate level of provision: Early Intervention (El), School
Action (SA) or School Action Plus (SA+) which alerts all staff to the relevant support for each
pupil. This whole-school responsibility helps to ensure that all these girls gain maximum
access to the National Curriculum subjects and wider educational experiences. External
agencies, advice and expertise will be sought as necessary to address particular needs.

The Learning Support Team co-ordinates and manages the variety of support provision,
literacy programmes and Individual Education Plans. The Governor with responsibility for
Special Needs is Mr. Cox. Parents are encouraged to participate in all aspects of learning
support especially through the Parent Consultation Evenings where they will be able to
discuss and contribute to their daughter's support programme. Any immediate concerns
can be dealt with by telephone (9281 2822) by Mrs. Wise, Senior Leader of Learning
Support and Inclusion. In the event of an enquiry addressed to Portsmouth City Council
about Special Needs Provision, parents can contact the Education Department of the Civic
Offices.

PLEASE NOTE: More detailed SEN information and an annual report to Governors are
both available on request or on the schools website.



ENGLISH

Leader of Learning: Mr. MacDonald-Parry
3 lessons per week

Course aims: The course aims to enable girls to:
become confident and effective communicators
develop an appreciation and understanding of English literature

broaden their experience of life by reading widely.

Course Content:

Girls study a Shakespeare play and other drama and have many opportunities to
present their own group performances.

They share their enjoyment of reading through speaking and writing. They study
both modern and older material, which represents different styles, views and
cultures, including newspaper reports, letters, stories and poems.

They are encouraged to develop research and presentation skills, including reading,
spelling and the use of grammatically correct expressions.

Assessment: Pupils’ work is assessed through:
self-review, including pair and group discussion

continuous assessment by the class teacher.

Home Learning:
Home learning is set once a week.

Tasks may include learning / revising, planning and preparing, research or reading.




MATHEMATICS

Leader of Learning: Mrs Kendrick
4 lessons per week

Course aims: The course aims to enable girls to:

develop their mathematical knowledge, skills and experience in all forms
(spoken, mental, written and practical)

respond to mathematical situations in everyday life and in the world of work

continue to improve numeracy skills and promote the use of mental calculations.

Course Content:

Students are taught in two tiers, following the Key Stage 3 scheme of work &
consisting of 10 modules.

The modules cover the four main attainment targets of:

Using & Applying Mathematics
Number & Algebra

Shape, Space and Measure
Handling Data.

Assessment: Pupils’ work is assessed through:

Home Learning tasks linked to Key Objectives
QCA testing in summer term.

recording class work and home learning.

end of term assessments.

Home Learning:

Each pupil has access to a home learning book containing work for the year.
Home learning is set once a week. Tasks will vary according to the module of work

that is being studied.




SCIENCE

Leader of Learning: Ms. Wright
Assistant leader of Learning: Mr. Smith 4 lessons per week

Course aims: The course aims to enable girls to:
develop scientific skills, abilities and understanding
become confident citizens in a technological world

recognise the involvement of science in their everyday lives.

Course Content:

Girls become familiar with and confident in the safe use of scientific equipment and
learn how to communicate effectively using scientific language.

They explore the variety and characteristics of living things, both in school and
through visits to Sparsholt College.

They investigate the properties and uses of materials, both man-made and natural.
They also study the relationship between plants and animals and the ways in which
living things acquire the raw materials of life and extend previous work on electricity
and magnetism.

They will be able to learn to develop an understanding of the way in which science
studies can lead to a career in science through visits to EADS Astrium.

Assessment: Pupils’ work is assessed through:
regular marking by the teacher and verbal tests in lessons
review and target-setting with the teacher
end of module and end of year tests to establish national curriculum levels

concept / mind maps.

Home Learning:
Home learning is set once a week.

Tasks may include learning or revising, writing reports of experiments, short
research tasks, longer projects or planning investigations.




P.D.L. (Personal Development Learning)

Leader of Learning PDL: Mrs Rolls 1 lesson per week

Course aims:

At key stage 3 the school delivers the ASDAN key st  eps programme. This
course provides a comprehensive programme of study to support PSHE and
Citizenship for students of abilities at Key Stage 3, and a framework for
assessment which facilitates the development, demon stration and
accreditation of personal and social skills within these contexts.

Course Content:

The framework contains four interrelated strands which promote continuity and

progression. All four strands are delivered in each National Curriculum Year.

The modules are:
The Key Steps programme comprises 55 modules with 8 study areas.
Candidate’s completing the Key Steps programme will be eligible to claim credit
towards other ASDAN Awards.
Each module is designed so that the outcomes may be achieved through 5 to 6
hours of learning activity (including action planning, reviewing and recording).
Students achieve a certificate when they have completed a minimum of 4
modules (24-30 hours).
Pupils who have achieved a KS2 Stepping Stones award can count this as half
of their first Key Steps certificate.

Key Steps Module:
1. Identity

2. Relationships

3. Friendships

4. Safety

Assessment: Pupils’ work is assessed through:

a continuous process of self-evaluation

a portfolio of work.

annual personal assessment by each girl including discussion with their tutor in a
progress Review Day interview

a personal statement by each girl and tutor's comments in the annual report to
parents.

Home Learning:

Home learning is set in this subject regularly.




HISTORY

Leader of Learning Humanities: Mr. Williams
Leader of Learning History: Mrs. Walker 2 lessons per week

Course aims: The course aims to enable girls to:
develop an understanding of events in England between 1066 and 1700
understand how we measure time in History and construct time lines

begin to use historical sources to understand events in History.

Course Content:
Units studied: 1066 and all that!
Changing Castles — an in-depth study
Medieval Society
Chopping and Changing with the Tudors and Stuarts

The first three units deal with British History from the time of the Battle of Hastings
to the Wars of the Roses. Within this, girls study such topics as the Battle of
Hastings, Castles, the Black Death and the Peasants’ Revolt.

Chopping and Changing with the Tudors and Stuarts deals with British History
during the period from approximately 1400 to 1700 and includes such topics as
Religion and the quality of the reign of Elizabeth

Assessment: Pupils’ work is assessed through:

continuous assessment by the class teacher, with the work being graded

occasional assessments where work is given a National Curriculum level
including an end of unit knowledge and understanding test.

Peer and self-assessment by pupils

Home Learning:

Home learning is set on a regular basis and may include a variety of tasks, such as
finding out, answering questions and writing up. Occasionally a longer mini-project
will be set over a few weeks and pupils will be expected to work on it each week.
E.g. castles project




RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Leader of Learning Humanities: Mr. Williams
Leader of Learning RE: Mrs. Roach 2 lessons per week

Course aims: The course aims to enable girls to:
develop an understanding of the spiritual and religious aspects of human life

express their own ideas and responses to concepts such as difference and
diversity.

explore and develop an understanding of Christianity and Buddhism.

- examine religious beliefs and practices through exploring concepts such as belief
and worship and the difference made to individual lives by these beliefs.

Course Content:

Pupils will be introduced to Religious Education and encouraged to look at life as a
journey.

They will be encouraged to consider their own uniqueness, as well as making a
detailed study of the lives of inspirational figures such as Maria Gomez and
Mahatma Gandhi.

They will explore the concepts of journeys made for religious purposes and will also
study places of worship. This includes a visit to Salisbury Cathedral followed by
work on Christian Symbolism.

Assessment: Pupils’ work is assessed through:

rigorous marking by the class teacher of key pieces of work in their Religious
Education exercise books

extended pieces of work assessed by the teacher

by peer group assessment.

Home Learning:
Home learning is set once a week.

Tasks may include personal research, project work or extension work based on
class activities and making use of Internet research either at home or in school.




GEOGRAPHY

Leader of Learning Humanities: Mr. Williams
Leader of Learning Geography: Mr. Williams 2 lessons per week

Course aims: The course aims to enable girls to:
gain knowledge of the basic skills needed in geography including map reading
begin to study places at local, national, and international scales

understand what makes countries different, especially with regards to the ways
of life and environments.

Course Content:

Girls learn basic mapping skills, such as direction, scale, symbols and grid
references

They study Italy and also elements of settlement geography.
Pupils look at the main features of volcanoes and how they affect people.

All girls take part in fieldwork at Old Sarum and Salisbury and complete work on
tourism.

Assessment: Pupils’ work is assessed through:

continuous assessment of classwork and homework by the teacher
longer assessment activities and tests

self-assessment at the end of each module.

Home Learning:
Home learning is set once a week.

Tasks may include written exercises, personal research and learning or form part of
longer assessment activities.




ICT (Information & Communication Technology
Leader of Learning ICT: Ms Owen 1 lesson per week

Course aims: The course aims to enable girls to:
become familiar with the use of the school’s networked computer systems
develop their ICT skills in the use of a range of software applications

focus on refining and presenting information in different forms and interpreting and
questioning the plausibility of information.

became more aware of the benefits and potential dangers of using the internet
and to develop a web wise approach to ‘cyberspace’.

Course Content:

Girls are taught in mixed ability groups. They are introduced to logging on and off,
saving, loading and printing their work on the PC networked computer system.

Units studied include:
Using ICT
Internet Safety
Sources
Publishing to the Web
Control and Monitoring
Making a leaflet
Introduction to modeling and presenting numeric data.

Assessment: Pupils’ work is assessed through:
observation by the class teacher
pupil evaluation in pairs or small groups and self-evaluation
end of module assessments using National Curriculum levels and goal testing

end of year review using National Curriculum levels.

Home Learning:

No formal weekly home learning is set in this subject, though girls may occasionally
be expected to carry out research or gather data in preparation for certain activities.

They are encouraged to make use of the computer rooms at lunch time and after
school or home computer (if available) to practise and develop their skills further.




MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Leader of Learning: Ms Pszonak
Assistant Leader of Learning: Miss Broome 3 lessons per week

Course aims: The course aims to enable girls to:

become confident in speaking, reading, writing and listening in French, German
or Spanish

become familiar with life in French, Spanish and German speaking countries

talk or correspond with a French, Spanish and German friend about hobbies etc.

Course Content:

Girls study wide-ranging modules covering: Greeting themselves and others
School,
Likes and dislikes,
Family, My house, Food, shopping
and pets

They will learn to express their own needs and opinions and are encouraged to use
correct pronunciation when speaking in class. They note new spellings and are
helped to develop suitable reference skills. They learn about the concepts of verb
tense and verb endings.

Assessment: Pupils’ work is assessed through:

formal tests of listening, speaking, reading and writing which are held throughout
each term.

continuous assessment is made by the class teacher

Home Learning:

Home learning is set once a week. Tasks will include writing and may also include
learning, drawing and reading. Home learning may be done on a computer if
wished.

Girls need their own blank cassette for speaking home learning and their own
dictionary for reading work.




MUSIC

Leader of Learning: Mrs. Scott 2 lessons per week

Course aims: The course aims to enable girls to:

become confident performers on a range of musical instruments including using
keyboards and their voices.

become confident composers in certain styles so communicating feelings and
ideas to their audience.

develop their knowledge and understanding of a wide range of music

Course Content:

Girls develop a basic understanding of rhythm, pitch, differing methods of notation
and extend their singing, instrumental and keyboard skills. These talents are also
put to use using computer software to compose a short melody in a specified
musical structure.

They learn to recognise the main elements in music and instrumental sounds.

All girls have the opportunity to take up a musical instrument and to perform in front
of the public at various venues around the city and in school.

Assessment: Pupils’ work is assessed through:
continuous assessment by the teacher
pupil appraisal of their own work and that of others
the selection of appropriate targets by the pupil for each unit of work

summative assessments with NC levels being awarded.

Home Learning:
Home learning is set regularly under the Expressive Arts heading.

Tasks may include learning, research, composing, listening or rehearsal for
performance.




ART

Leader of Learning: Miss Hayden 1 lesson per week

Course aims: The course aims to enable girls to:
gain confidence in basic art skills
begin to develop an understanding of the historic & cultural aspects of art
experience Art, Craft & Design activities

enjoy the subject.

Course Content:

Girls are introduced to working in sketchbooks - developing both organisational and
presentation skills.

They are taught basic drawing skills and how to improve and develop these using a
variety of media.

They are able to develop skills in the following areas - painting, drawing, graphics
and ceramics. The project Themes are Colour Theory and Portsmouth Landmarks,
The Dark Forest and Sweeties Project.

Assessment: Pupils’ work is assessed through:
group discussion and self-evaluation
teacher / pupil discussion ( continuous assessment )

pupil evaluation & teacher comment with grade and attainment level at the end of
each project and / or section as appropriate

monitoring of targets set by both pupils and teacher.

Home Learning:

Home learning is set once a week and is always directly linked to on-going practical
work.

Some ‘home learning’ may be produced in the Art rooms during lunchtimes - pupils
doing this are expected to work independently.




PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Leader of Learning: Miss Glanville
2 lessons per week

Course aims: The course aims to:

provide experience of a range of different physical activities and understand the
importance of physical activity as part of a healthy lifestyle

introduce and develop a variety of associated skills

provide experience of performing both individually and as part of a team.

Course Content:

Girls experience a wide variety of physical activities in which they have the
opportunity to learn new skills and improve on existing ones

Modified games are used to develop an understanding of rules, strategies and
tactics

Dance, Gymnastics & Athletics are taught to develop an aesthetic awareness and
girls will learn to evaluate both their own performance and that of a partner

They will have the opportunity to join extra-curricular clubs.

Assessment: Pupils’ work is assessed through:
continuous assessment by the class teacher

all aspects of applying strategies, acquiring & developing skills and evaluating
are assessed throughout a variety of activities.

Self assessment using a booklet showing the breakdown of skills and levels in
each activity

Home Learning:

Practical dance home learning is set when required.




DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

Leader of Learning: Mrs Lofts
3 lessons per week

Course aims: The course aims to enable girls to:
work safely and effectively in each of the specialist technology areas
gain the knowledge and ability to become good problem solvers
understand that the purpose of technology is to make the world a better place

understand how a range of materials can be processed in different ways.

Course Content:
5 modules of work are studied, each lasting about 8 weeks.

They are: Food - safety skills in handling tools and foods
Textiles - sewing machine skills and decorative techniques
Graphic Skills — packaging and CD design
Resistant Materials - using wood, metal & plastic
Electronics and Computer Control.

Girls are encouraged to take things that they have made home but will be asked to
pay for the materials. They have to supply their own ingredients for Food
Technology.

Assessment: Pupils’ work is assessed through:
pupil evaluation in pairs or small groups

end of module assessments made by the teacher after discussing the work with
each girl.

Home Learning:
Home learning is set once a week.

Tasks vary according to the nature of each module.




cQhnhnexion

Connexions is an information, guidance and advice service for all young

people aged 13 — 19 (25 if they have special needs). There are two Personal
Advisers working for Connexions at City of Portsmouth Girls School: Jo Florio
is the Personal Development Adviser and Berni Hynes is the Careers Adviser.

Jo Florio works in more depth over a suitable period of time with a caseload of
pupils who are not fully engaging with education, for whatever reasons. They
can be referred to her by tutors or Leaders of Learning PDL. She deals with a
variety of issues affecting young people and will refer to other agencies and
liaise with other professionals as appropriate.

The service is confidential and young people sign a confidentiality agreement
when they first meet with a Connexions Adviser, however, where there is a
child protection or criminal issue then the appropriate agencies must and will
be informed. If for any reason you do not want your daughter to meet with Jo
then you can choose to opt out by informing Mrs R Gibb (Leader of Learning
Flexible Curriculum) of this decision in writing.

Berni is available for interviews with all year groups and all pupils in Year 11.






